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This research aims to focus on determining the representation of sexuality 
by analyzing text and picture in children story book, "sex is a funny word". The 
objective of the research is to find out the representation of sexuality through 
children's story book, "Sex is a Funny Word".  
This research uses qualitative method specifically phenomenological 
qualitative method. In collecting the data, the researcher analyzed the object by 
using theory of representation by determining the conversation, quotation and the 
picture in the children story book.  
The result of the research revealed nine theory of sex education as the 
representation of sexuality. There are based on helped children to feel comfortable 
with their bodies, touch and hugs, differences in behavior that can and should not 
be done in public, differences in anatomy of the male and female, body 
development, avoid feelings of shame and guilt for the shape and function of the 
body, private talks about sex, consult their parents about sexuality, gender and 
relationship. The researcher determined text, quotations and pictures. Then the 
data that has been obtained is read and analyzed after that the researcher 
interpreted into a meaning to determine the representation of sexuality. 
 
 














Sex is a sensitive topic which is still taboo to discuss in society, and it is 
not usually discussed by parents to their children. Parents may often feel 
uncomfortable when asked by their children about how the children were 
conceived and born and other sex-related topics. However it is important to 
communicate with children about sex and related matters as they are from an early 
age. This will allow them to understand what may be inappropriate when 
interacting with others. Therefore sexual education should be taught from an early 
age. 
Sexual abuse happened in society and the most victim was children and 
woman (National Commission on Violence against Women, 2020). Children 
Sexual Education has vital importance to prevent children sexual abuse and sex-
related risks and provide kids with the knowledge of the proper sexual behavior. 
As one of important part needed to introduce and educate to the children, sex 
should be introduced in schools, it is also important that parents educate their 
children about sex even before school starts. Therefore, providing information to 
children according to their needs at a certain age, one of which is sex education, 
which parents should introduce to children as early as possible. In addition, sex 
education in schools should be introduced as early as possible to ensure the 





In Al-Qur’an perspective, Allah said in Surah At-tahrim verse 6 : 
 
 
قُْىدَُها النَّاُس َواْلِحَجاَرةُ َعلَْيَها َمٰل ا اَْنفَُسكُْم َواَْهِلْيكُْم نَاًرا وَّ َ ّلٰلَ كَِٕىَك غ ِلَا ٰيٰٓاَيَُّها الَِّذْيَن ٰاَمنُْىا قُْىٰٓ ْى ُ ْ َادغ ََّّ يَ ِ ظغ 
 َ َ َما يُْؤَمُزْو  َمآٰ اََمَزهُْم َويَْفَْلُْى
"O you who have believe! protect yourselves and your families from a Fire 
(hell) whose fuel is people and stones, over which are (appointed) angels, harsh 
and severe; they do not disobey Allah in what He commands them but do what 
they are commanded"  
This verse shows that parents have a very important role to protect their 
family from anything bad. Including providing sexual education from an early 
age, this can be a weapon to prevent sexual crimes that will be happening to their 
children sometimes. Parent can use many media to their education. One of them is 
literature.  
Adults tend to explain their own ideas about childhood, including the 
idea that it is innocent. Literature has the potential to become oppressive by 
providing only partial representations of what is possible for children. Literature 
can be a prevention of the sexual abuse. It can be an inspiration, strength, support, 
information, and potential to change lives. Children's literature can be a powerful 
positive force in children's lives. it can make them become less innocent 
individuals. it can also make them realize that there is more than one way to be 
normal (Perry Nodelman, 1997). Also in society, the authors use literary work as 
the tool to critic something that gone wrong. For example politic, economy, 





Literary work sometimes takes the role of parents in communicating 
sexuality to its readers. Literature can provide all of age, start from children until 
mature. Children's story book is a part of literary work and appears in some 
models based on age of the children like picture book. Books written for children 
are often morally didactic, and they still carry many traces of didacticism even if 
the message of the work has shifted. Now days Some case happened in the 
children's life and many of author have been conducted that case in many children 
literary work. One of them is sexuality. It is include some aspect such us sexual 
education and children sexual abuse. 
There are so many researches about literature as representation of 
sexuality but so far most of them are taken from a novel, film or book of adults 
and teenagers. There is no a research used a children story book as the object. 
Because of that, the researcher try to analyze the representation of sexuality 
through  children’s story book, "Sex is a Funny Word" by using theory of 
representation. 
In relation to this research, the representation about sexuality in the 
children’s story book is constructed by Cory Silvernberg as an Author. The 
author's representation of sexuality can give us knowledge of how the Author’s 
see sexuality based on his experience as the sex educator. This topic also 
interested because people can see sexuality as something important for education 






B. Research Question 
In order to identify and describe it, a research question is formulated: 
What is the Author’s representation on sexuality based in children’s story 
book “Sex is a Funny Word”? 
C. Objective of the Research 
Based on the research question above, the researcher provides the 
objective of the research as follows :  
To identify and describe Author’s view on sexuality based on children’s 
story book, “Sex is a Funny Word”   
D. Significant of the Research  
Reading the question and the objectives of the research above, the 
researcher expects this research will give any contribution as a significance both 
theoretically and practically. Theoretically, this research will give additional 
information to the reader. Practically, the researcher will give some benefits : 
1. To University, hopefully : this research can be used as a supplementary 
material for teaching activities especially in literature. 
2. To Society, hopefully : this research can be used as a material to educate 
the children about sexuality earlier. 
3. This research can be used as a reference for another upcoming related 







E. Scope of the Research 
There have been many children picture and story book. One of them is 
“Sex is a Funny Word”, a book about bodies, feelings and you. This book is 
colorful, interested and easier to understand for children. It is include a Picture 
story. This children story book has written by Cory Silverberg and published in 


























A. Review of Related Literature 
As far as being discovered, the writing was relating to this study has been 
writing extensively. On the other hand, this study will be analysis Sexuality in 
sexual education and others perspective as an object formal and the children’s 
story book, “sex is a funny word” by Cory Silvernberg as an object material. 
A research about children sexual education had been conducted by many 
scholars, one of them is :  
A thesis by McDaniel (2001), “Children’s literature as Prevention of 
Children Sexual Abuse”. In her thesis she analyzed that carefully selected 
children’s literature can help to prevent child sexual abuse. Since statistics reveal 
that the average sexually abused victim is eight years old, this study focuses on 
current and suggested literature for children ages four through eight. Children are 
greatly influenced by situations depicted in books (and other media), positive and 
negative influences of general children’s literature.  
Chintya used any supporting theory for her thesis. A theory by Perry 
Nodelman, “The pleasures of children’s Literature” mentioned that literature can 
be powerful, positive force in the lives of children. It can make them less 





situations that cause them to feel like “I’m the only one,” such as sexual abuse or 
living with an alcoholic parent. 
In many ways, a representation of sexuality also has been discussed. 
There are some existing studies,  
A Thesis by Chairiyan (2012), “Representasi Seksualitas Dalam Novel 
Saman Karya Ayu Utami” used a qualitative method.  The researcher try to 
analyzed a novel by Ayu Utami entitled “Saman” by using theory of 
representation. It showed a representation of a female counterpart ideology that 
differs from what has already been made in heterosexual and patriarchal society. 
The community considers sex is taboo to talk openly. In this novel it is 
represented openly. Women are no longer in a weak position, and have choices.  
A Journal by Jones (2011), “A sexuality education discourse framework : 
conservative, liberal, critical, and postmodern”. The researcher tries to see 
discourse framework of sexuality education more complex and varied. It provides 
a new framework to understanding the sexuality education by orientation 
education whether conservative and postmodern. The Researcher used a literature 
review that consist of discourses from more than 300 (American and 
international) sexuality education policy and curriculum document, books, 
sexuality education pamphlets (including diagrams and CD ROMs) historical 
experiences based on sexuality education, sexology, and sociology and existing 





As the previous/existing studies above discover the representation of 
Sexuality. Also, there is existing study discover a sexual education for children. 
There are so many research about a representation of sexuality but so far the 
object material that used from novel, film or literary work for teenager and adult. 
There is no a research who take object material for children such us picture book. 
From that, This research tries to develop Author of children story book "sex is a 
funny word" representation of sexuality by using theory of representation. 
B. Theoretical Review 
1. Theory of Representation 
  The theory of representation put forward by Stuart Hall is the main 
theory on which this research is based. The main understanding of 
representation theory is the use of language to convey meaningful things to 
others. Representation is the most important part of the process that produced 
and exchanged between group members in a culture. Representation is 
interpreting the concept (concept) that is in our minds by using language. 
Stuart Hall clearly defines representation as a process of producing meaning 
by using language. Meanwhile, the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary makes 
two relevant meanings, namely: 
a. Representing something is describing it, bringing up an image or 
imagination in our minds, placing the likeness of an object in our 





b. To represent something is to symbolize, exemplify, place 
something, and substitute something.  
The theory of representation itself is divided into three 
theories or approaches, namely :  
(1) Reflective approach which explains that language 
functions like a mirror that reflects the real meaning.  
(2) Intentional approach, where language is used to express 
the personal meaning of a writer, painter, etc. This approach has a 
weakness, because it considers language as private games, while 
on the other hand it states that the essence of language is 
communicating based on codes that have become conventions in 
society, not personal codes. 
(3) Constructionist approach is an approach that uses a 
language system (language) or any system to represent our 
concept.  
This approach does not mean that we construct meaning by using 
a representation system (concept and signs), but more on an approach which 
aims to interpret a language (language). An example of this third model is 
semiotic approach influenced by the linguist from Switzerland, Ferdinand de 
Saussure and discursive approach by a French philosopher named Micheal 
Foucault. Although the constructionist approach is the rationale in this 
research. However, semiotic and discursive approaches were not used in this 





The main relevance of theory constructionist to research is about 
the explanation that language contained in the news in the form of a 
collection of signs (conversation, pictures, quotation) has a meaning that 
represents the culture that is in the surrounding community. Representation 
connects concepts in our minds by using language that allows us to interpret 
real objects, people or events (real), and the imaginary world of objects, 
people, objects and events that are not real (fictional). Various terms it 
appears in the next discussion, namely the system of representation. There are 
two processes in the representation system. First, mental representation where 
all objects, people and events are correlated with a set of concepts carried 
everywhere in our heads.  
Without a concept, we can not really mean anything in this world. 
It can be said that meaning depends on all conceptual maps formed in our 
minds, which we can use to represent the world and enable us to interpret 
objects both insede of our minds and outside of our minds. Second, language 
which involves all the processes of meaning construction. Concepts in our 
minds must be translated into universal languages, so that it can connect our 
concepts and ideas with written language, the language of body, oral language 
as well as photos and visuals (signs). Signs represent the concepts that we 







According to Rathus, sexuality is the way we view and express 
ourselves as sexual beings (Rathus, 2009: 3). Generally, sexuality is thoughts, 
sexual feelings, attractions and behaviors towards other people. According to 
Judith Butler, sexuality is not just a social construction but a kind of 
performance with all the attributes it wears (Butler, 1990). This attribute is a 
kind of label given by society. Therefore, it is fluid and impermanent. The 
attributes determined by the dominant society in a place and time are different 
from the dominant society in different places and times.  
 Other things as a part of sexuality are sexually or emotionally 
attractive, people physically, and all those. Sexuality is freedom and personal, 
and it is an important part of show who you are. Sexuality can be positive 
experience, very liberating, exciting and In sexuality, there is an orientation 
based on what people feels to the others. It is about sexual attraction 
including emotional, romantic, or what a person feels toward another person.  
Nemours Children healthy system divided kind of sexual 
orientation in to 4 types. There are :  
a. Heterosexual  
Heterosexual is they who interesting to members of the opposite 
sex: it is normal condition where male interesting to female and female 






Homosexual is they who interesting to people of the same sex, 
Lesbian and gay are the common term for people who identify as 
women or men in same-sex attracted.  
c. Bisexual 
Bisexual is they who interesting attracted to members of both 
sexes. They are attracted to both men and women, and are known as 
bisexual.  
d. Asexual 
Asexual is they who may not be interested in sex, but they still feel 
emotionally close to other people. Asexuality is not a choice, like 
abstinence (where someone chooses not to have sex with anyone, 
whether they are attracted to them or not). 
3. Sex Education 
Children are organisms that have their own uniqueness. One of them is 
that they often do imitation. Sometimes this nature of imitation is not 
recognized by most parents and teachers, especially regarding sex. 
Educatively, children can be given sex education since they ask questions 
about sex. It may be that children's questions are not spoken in words, for that 
the child's expression must be captured by parents or educators. Nurhayati 
Syaifuddin (Roqib, 2008: 277) states that sex education for children is through 





a. Helping children to feel comfortable with their bodies. 
b. Giving touch and hugs to children so that they feel genuine love 
from their parents. 
c. Helping children understand the differences in behavior that can 
and should not be done in public. 
d. Teach children to find out the differences in the anatomy of the 
male and female bodies. 
e. Provide an explanation of the process of body development  
f. Provides an understanding to avoid feelings of shame and guilt for 
the shape and function of the body itself. 
g. Helping children understand personal concepts and teaching them 
that sex talks are private. 
h. Getting used to clothes that match the gender in everyday life. 
i. Talking about relationship each other. 
  
4. Review of Material Object 
Children story book appears in some models. The most interested 
children story book is a picture book. Picture book include much of colorful 
picture, less script so the children can more interesting and feeling enjoy when 
they see the book. 
The research tries analyze Author’s representation of sexuality in 





Silvernberg and illustrated by Fiona Smith. That children story book had 160 
pages with hard cover and colorful. It is included children and families 
makeups, orientations, and gender identities, sex is a funny word is an 
essential resource about bodies, gender, and sexuality for children ages 8 to 
10. 
Sex is a funny word is the first sex education book for this age group 
that is inclusive of lesbian, gay, bisexual experience as well as gender creative 
and gender-nonconforming children. The book is also inclusive of trans and 
intersex bodies and lived experience. This children story book has received 
several awards such us, 2016 Stonewall Honor for books in children's and 
young adult literature, Winner of the Norma Fleck Award for Canadian 
children's non-fiction, American Library Association Reading list 2016 and 
Best book of the year selection, Quill and Quire. 
The author of this book is Cory Silverberg. He is Jewish and was 
raised in a liberal Canadian middle class in the 70s. He is a Canadian writer, 
public speaker, blogger and sex educator. American Association of Sexuality 
Educators, Counselors and Therapists. He has taught extensively on topics on 
sex and disability, sex and technology, and pleasure, inclusion and access 
throughout North America. In addition, Cory is the co-author of "The Ultimate 






Cory also wrote many children's books and the first children's book 
was entitled "What Makes a Baby". It is also the most-funded children's book 
project on Kickstarter to date, and was released in 2012. In May 2015, Seven 
Stories Press published Sex Is a Funny Word: A Book about Bodies, Feelings, 
and YOU, which in which Maria Popova is described as "an honest, inclusive, 
defying stereotypical, and genuinely extraordinary primer about sexuality and 
gender". 
5. Synopsis 
 A picture book for kids that includes children and families of all 
makeups, orientations, and gender identities, Sex Is a Funny Word is an 
essential resource about bodies, gender, and sexuality for children ages 8 to 10 
as well as their parents and caregivers. "Sex is a Funny Word" takes 4 children 
as the main character who represented all of the children that the Author ever 
met during his job as a sex educator. They are Zai (8 1/2 years old), Cooper (8  
years old), Mimi (9 years old) and Omar (10 years old). This is a sex 
education book that is packaged in the children's daily stories in finding out 
many things about sexuality. There are 6 parts of this book, that covered 
include: 
a. What is sex? 
In the first chapter explains about the meaning of sex. 
b. Learning about bodies  
In this chapter explains about what is inside and outside 





visible body parts and body parts that are part of everyone's 
privacy and also provide images of body parts that men and 
women have. 
c. Boys, Girls, all of us 
In this Chapter explains the habits and things that are often 
done by boys and girls 
d. Touch 
In this chapter describes the types of touch and things 
children should pay attention to when being touched or touching 
other people 
e. Talking about sex 
In this chapter explains thing that children should pay 
attention to when talking about matters related to sexuality. This 
chapter also explains what sexy is. 
f. Crushes, love, and relationship 
In the last chapter describes the meaning of crush, love and 



















METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
A. Research Design 
This research design is a qualitative research. The qualitative research 
lies with the idea that meaning is socially constructed by individuals in 
interaction with their world (Merriam, 2002). The qualitative method used is 
phenomenological qualitative method. This is research design which comes from 
philosophy and phycology where the researcher describe an experience about 
certain phenomenon that explain by the participant. This description culminates 
in the essence of the experiences of some individuals who have experienced all of 
these phenomena. Phenomenological research used to analyze and describe the 
author's experience in involve developing sexual education as sexual educator for 
years.  
B. Object of the Research 
This research consisted of  2 objects. They were: 
1. Material Objet 
Material Object is the field of the research (Faruk 2012, 23). The 
field of this research is a children story book entitled "Sex is a Funny Word" 
by Cory Silverberg that published in 2015. It also becomes the primary data 





journal, article, magazine which contains the information about the children 
story book. 
       2. Formal Object 
Formal Object is the object that is used as the paradigm to observe 
the material object. The formal object consist of author’s representation of 
sexuality in children story book, "Sex is a Funny Word".   
C. Procedures of Collecting the Data 
The procedure of collecting the data is the way to get the fact and 
information related to the analysis. The data will gather through:  
1. The formal object are carefully examined to know the characteristic of 
data collected 
2. Material object is rad to identify Author's perspective on sexuality 
3. Data categorized and analyzed to identify to which sexual theory the 
expression belongs.  
D. Technique of Data Analysis 
Analysis method is a set of method or research technic functions to search 
the relation between data collected. (Faruk, 2012: 25) This relations is never 
concealed by the data. In this research, after collected and classified the data from 
material and formal object, the researcher understand the theory of representation 
and then the data was comprehended to understand the representation on 
sexuality. The researcher determined text, quotations and pictures. Then the data 
that has been obtained is read and analyzed after that the researcher interpreted 






 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
This chapter, the researcher will show all the right data to prove the truth 
of all hypotheses that made in Chapter II before. This chapter consisted a finding 
and discussion. 
A. Findings 
This part consists of the data analysis from children's story book, "sex is 
a funny word". The purpose of this analysis is to answer the research question 
presented in the first chapter, specifically the data about the representation of 
sexuality based on author. 
The Representation of sexuality 
Author of children's story book "Sex is a Funny Word" represented 
the children's feelings and opinion about sexuality in the children's story 
book, "Sex is a Funny Word".  As a teacher, writer, and sex educator for 
some years, Cory Silvernberg made a children story book as a book of sex 
education and helped by Fiona Smith as the illustrator. As a book of sex 
education, this finding consist of nine parts as the representation as a sex 
education that represented by the Author, here are the findings based on the 
theory: 
1. Helping children to feel comfortable with their bodies 
Book was something like body. Each of us had an outside like the 
cover of a book. And each of us had an inside, like the inside of a book 










Has anyone ever told you that can't judge a book by its 
cover? 
It means you can't tell what's inside a book if all you know 
is what it books like on the outside. 
 
Growing up can mean learning about your outside, what 
your body can and can't do. 
Growing up can also mean learning about your inside: the 
stories, memories, experiences and feelings that make you 
who you are. 
 
The word "book" in that quotation refers to "body". It is also 
represented by a picture the outside of the body and the inside of the body. 
The picture showed that the inner body had many parts that are not visible 
when only seen from the outside. Every one has their stories about their 
bodies and their life. To be themselves, they must know the outside and 
the inside of them and understand what their bodies need. This makes it 






And then growing up of the kids mean learning about the ouside 
and the inside of their bodies. The outside means the thing that the body 
can and cannot do while the inside means the stories, memories, 
experiences and feelings that make them understand about who they are. 
Next the outside and the inside of the body is explained. The first is 
the inside of the body. Every body is different and every body has beauty 
in it. The picture below shows the diversity of body shapes, faces and 
races.  




Mimi : Trusting your body means learning to listen to your 
body. 
Omar : Always ask before you touch someone else's body.  
Zai : Every body feels good sometimes and every body 
feels bad sometimes.  
Cooper : Every body needs help from others bodies 
sometimes. 
 
The four children, Mimi, Omar, Zai, and Cooper are represented 
these people with the slogan trust, respect, joy and justice. These four 





Trusting in yourself means trying to listen to what our bodies want. 
Furthermore, mutual respect for each other is an important thing to respect 
yourself, for example by asking permission when you want to touch 
someone else. Next is a joy. We have to understand that our self has a 
mood, sometimes feels good and sometimes feels bad. And the last is 
Justice. Justice means every body needs help from other bodies 
sometimes.  
Second is the outside of the body. It can be seen in pages 46-47 : 
Mimi : Did you over wonder why we have to wear clothes 
all the time? If I could be naked all the time. 
Zai : Not really, I likes wearing clothes 
Mimi : I mean who made the rules? 
 
We are all born naked. But as soon as we're born, someone 
puts clothes on us.  
Some people love the feeling of being naked. When you are 
naked you can see and touch your body without clothes 
getting in the way. It can also notice how your body is 
changing as it grows.  
 
From the conversation between Zai and Mimi, it showed that Mimi 
like the feeling of being naked. This is marked when Mimi said, "… If I 
could be naked all the time". And then when Mimi asked Zai, "..who made 
this rules" this rules refers to "wear clothes". It is explained more in the 
statement, " We are all born naked. But as soon as we're born, someone 
puts clothes on us". In this statement "someone" refers to the people around 
us who puts the newborns baby cloths. We are born in a culture that requires 
us to wear clothes.  





Every family and community has its own rules about being 
naked. Even grown-ups have to follow the rules other 
people make for them about when it's okay to be naked and 
when it isn't.  
 
Beside that, being naked or not depends on the family or the 
community where we were born. Every family and community has their own 
rules about being naked. Even grown-ups have to follow the rules other 
people make for them about when it's okay to be naked and when it isn't.  
 
2. Giving touch and hugs to children 
In order to analyze further, the analysis below shows representation of 
sexuality as sex education in gave touch and hugs to children. As an 
education, touched or hugged is a form of sexuality, therefore children must 
know the touched of the people around them and know what to do when 
someone touch them or hugs them. 
The data in page 93 shows : 
Cooper : are you okay, Annie? Let me see if it's bad 
Annie : no! don't touch it 
Cooper : okay, well how about I carry you home? 
 
The conversation between Cooper and Annie showed that Anni who 
had an accident did not want Cooper to touch a part of her. This is evidenced 
by Anni's rejection by said, "No! don't touch it". This response of touch 
named magic touch means a touch that changes the feeling of the person 
being touched when touched. The feeling can be good to bad or bad to god. 
Some touch can feel like helping. Touch can help someone feel good. Help 





something new in the world. Some touch can feel like hurting. Touch can turn 
someone from happy to sad. It can make them feel upset or angry. 
In the pages 94-95 shows : 
  Some people say touch is magic. 
Touching someone can change the way they feel. Touch 
can make a hard day bit easier, a gloomy day a bit brighter, 
or a lonely day a little less lonely. 
 
Some touch can feel like helping 
Touch can help someone feel good, help them get 
something done they couldn't do on their own, or help them 
notice something new in the world 
 
Someone touch can feel like hurting 
Touch can turn someone from happy to sad. It can make 






This explained to children that there are 2 types of touch that other 
people do to them or touch that they should do to others. In the word 
"helping" and explained by the 3 pictures at the top it explains that the first 
touch is a touch to give love and help to others. This includes kind touches 





In the second explanation the word "hurting" and described by the 3 
pictures below is a type of touch that can hurt other people. It is these touches 
that children should not accept and make to others. 
In other explanation, getting touch from other people even from 
family is something that should not be done with children if they feel 
uncomfortable with the touch. 
It can be seen in page 102 : 
 
Women 1 : Omar, kiss your Auntie Mello, she's traveled a 
long way to see you. Look, all your Aunties are here now ? 





In the picture we can see that Omar's expression when kissed by 
his aunt looks forced and unhappy. This shows that the children are still 
foreign to the touches of others even with their own families. In some 
families and communities, hugging and kissing is a way of saying hello, 
showing respect, or showing love. A parent or family member may expect 
you to give them, or someone else, hug or kiss. They may ask you to do 





There was a habit or culture in some family or community. 
Hugging and kissing is one kind of showing affection for others. 
Therefore, that habit or culture must be taught to children from an early 
age and explained that it is a kind of affection for others for them and they 
do not need to be afraid of it. And the things that need to be taught to 
children are the boundaries they have to guard and the parts of their bodies 
that others do not have to touch even by their own families. 
  
3. Helping children understand the differences in behavior that can and 
should not be done in public. 
In this part, children should guard some habits to protect 
themselves and others' privacy. In other words, this section describes the 
things they must watch out for when in public. 
 In page 52, it showed: 
At home, the bathroom might be a private place. It's just 
you, and maybe someone who is there to help you. 
Most people knock before going into the bathroom because 
it is a private place, and knocking is a way to respect 
privacy 
 
Took the most private part in the house, bathroom is one place that 
must be kept confidential. Children are taught to maintain privacy while in 
the bathroom. Furthermore, the thing that children should pay attention to 





no people in the bathroom. This helped children to be kind and maintain 
the privacy of people around them. 
In the page 53 showed : 
Our bodies are private too. 
There are some parts we show people and other parts we 
cover with clothes. There are some parts that we choose to 
let other people touch and other parts that are just for us 
Which parts we show and which parts we keep private 
depends on many things like our communities and families, 
how old we are, and who we are sharing with.  
 
(Picture 3.1) 
In the explanation above, it is explained that there are some parts that 
are left for others to see and touch. but there are body parts which are private 
parts which must be protected by clothing and not allow others to touch them. 
Then in the picture above there are 2 pictures of kid, a boy and a girl. In 
that pictures of boy and girl, a white circle that showed the middle part of body 
means that the middle part of body is a private part of body. This explanation 





In page 56 showed : 
Mimi : Hey Omar, I'll show you mine if you show yours! 
Omar : My what? My sandwich? My awesome collection 
of old-fashioned cell phones? 
Mimi : no! your… you know, down there, 
Omar : I've got a lot more research to do on mine before 





From the conversation above shows Mimi is very interested in 
everything, included the private part of Omar. That showed in Mimi's request 
to Omar, "I'll show you mine if you show yours!" This is also supported by 
the picture above when Mimi points to Omar's private part. Our bodies are 
private. Some people used term  private parts to described parts of the body 
that have to do with sex. Because any part of our body can be private. There 
are some parts we show people and other parts we cover with clothes. There 
are some parts that we choose to let other people touch or see and other parts 
that are just for us. 
Learning about these body parts might make you want to see them on 





parts of their body covered, it's probably for a reason. Respecting them means 
not trying to see something they don't want to show you. 
  
4. Teach children to find out the differences in the anatomy of the male 













Both pictures above are images that showed parts of the male and 
female anatomy. It is important to introduce children to give them knowledge 
about the anatomical parts of their body. Here the explanation of anatomy that 
boy and girl have. 
In pages 71-72 showed : 
Most boys are born with a penis and srotum, and most girls 
are born with a vulva, vagina and clitoris 
But having a penis isn't what makes you a boy. Having a 
vulva isn't what makes you a girl. 
The truth is much more interesting than that! 
 
In this explanation, the author explained that being male is not only by 
having body parts such as penis or something like that and also she is called 
female not only because he has a vulva. But it based on what he or she likes 
and what he or she is more interested in. 
5. Provided an explanation of the processed of body development 
Body development is an important thing that must be taught to 
children. For example, how his body develops from the phase of children to 
adolescence and reproduction.  
In the pages 24-25 showed : 
When we talk about sex, we usually mean of three things.  
1. Sex is a word used to describe our bodies, (like male, 
female and the rest of us) 
2. Sex is something people can do to feel good in their 
bodies, and also to feel close to another person. (grown-
ups call this "having-sex) 






If you want to learn about sex, there are a few other words that 
can help. Some might be new to you, and others you may 
already know.  
 
In this book, the Author explained 3 meanings of sex. One of them in 
the third point, "Sex is one way grown-ups make babies (also called 
reproduction)". In biological sciences, sex is one important thing in 
reproduction. this is because reproduction described how the baby was born.  
  
6. Provides an understanding to avoid feelings of shame and guilt for the 
shape and function of the body itself. 
This section described how children appreciate and love everything 
that they have. 
In page 145-146 showed : 
Love isn't just a feeling we have for other people, places, or 
things. We can also love ourselves. It's nice to try and show 
ourselves love a little bit every day. 
 
One way to show yourself love and respect is to be nice to 
your own body. Maybe by taking a rest when you feel tired. 
Maybe by giving yourself a pat on the back or the arm. 
Maybe by giving yourself a kiss. 
 
The world can be such a busy place, grown-ups are always 
asking you to do this and that, be here and be there. It can 
be nice to take a moment every day to say to yourself, "hi 
myself! I know I'm not perfect, because no one is, but I am 
just the way I am." 
 
 
The quotation below mentioned that "We can also love ourselves". It 
provided children to love their self too beside love others, place or another 





a rest when tired. Then appreciated what is in us with gratitude and be 
ourselves. 
 
7. Helped children understand personal concepts and taught them that 
sex talks are private. 
In this part, the author represented sexuality based when someone 
talking about sex in our daily life. In order to analyze further, the analysis 
below showed the author's view on sexuality in this part.  
In page 118 showed : 
Mimi : Hey what's for dinner? I'm hungry. 
Mimi's Dad : Hi honey! How was school? 
Mimi : Great, I heard some kids talking about *#!@, what 
does *#!@ mean anyway? 
Mimi's Dad : what? Don't ever say that word again! That's 
bad word 
Mimi : that's not fair! I don't even know what it means! 
…. 
The conversation between Mimi and her dad below shows that 
Mimi's Dad thought it was still taboo to discussed it with his daughter. 
Some people think there are two kinds of words. Good 
words and bad words. 
A different way to think about it is that words are not good 
or bad. 
Words can be helpful and words can be hurtful. 
A word is helpful or hurtful depending on how we use it. It 
is also matters how the word feels to the person we are 
talking with. 
It's like the difference between laughing with someone and 
laughing at someone. 
The same word can feel good, or bad, or like nothing at all. 
It depends on who is saying it. How they say it, and why. 
 
With that explanation, the conversation between Mimi and her dad 





word "sex" is not a good thing to talked about. But Mimi is a girl who 
started to become a teenager and always curious about words that are 
unfamiliar to her. 
 
The picture above showed of two different opinions between Omar 
and Mimi. Omar's disapproving expression and argues that talked about 
sex is a bad talk. For Omar, Kids like us should not talk about it. Different 
from Mimi, Mimi's expression seemed very interesting in talking about 
sex. She wanted to know a lot about sex. 
8. Getting used to clothes that match the gender in everyday life. 
 
This part is the part where the author represented sexuality based on 
gender. It showed how society thought on gender. It can be seen as the 
conversation below : 
Men 1 : congratulations! Is it a girl or boy? 
Men 2 : pink or blue? 
Women 1 : Do you want a little brother or sister? 
Cashier : are you having a boy or girl? 
Women 2 : are you hoping for a boy or a girl? 





Mom : come on, let's go,cooper! 
Cooper : right there, mom! 
Men 1 : congratulations! Is it a girl or boy? 
Men 2 : pink or blue? 
Women 1 : Do you want a little brother or sister? 
Cashier : are you having a boy or girl? 
Women 2 : are you hoping for a boy or a girl? 
Women 3 : do you know what you're having? 
  Cooper : mom, why does everyone keep asking about boys   
and girl?    I just hope it's a baby! 
Mom : me too, coop! 
 
The conversation was taken in market place that people are interesting 
to know the gender of their baby. After the children are born, people are very 
interesting to know their gender because of the stereotypes that exist in 
society that they have to give to these babies. For example, when a baby girl 
was born, people would call her beautiful and give her the clothes or things 
that women should have. And also if the baby boy was born, people would 
call his and give his the things that men should have. 
When a baby is born, the doctor or midwife who helped it 
be born looks at its new naked body. 
If they look down and see a penis, they say, "it's a boy" 
If they look down and see a vulva, they say, "it's  a girl" 
 
There are more than two kinds of bodies, but they call the baby a boy 
or a girl based on what they see outside. This might sound like the end of the 
story, but really it is just a beginning. When we are born, a doctor or midwife 
calls us boy or girl because of what we look like on the outside. They choose 
a word or label (usually boy or girl, or male or female) to describe our bodies. 
But that is based on our outside, our cover, and who they think we are. 
As we grow into being a kid and then an adult, we got to figured out 





girls grow up to be women. But there are many ways to be a boy or a girl. 
And there are many ways to be a boy or a girl. And there are many ways to 
grow up and become an adult. For most of us, words like boy and girl, or man 
and women, feel okay, and they fit. For some of us, they do not. 
Maybe you are called a boy but you know you are girl. You know how 
girls are treated and what they do. That's how you want to be a treated and 
what you want to do. 
9. Talking about relationship each other 
In the last part, the author represented sexuality based on the 
relationship between someone to another.  
It can be seen in page 136 :  
A crush is a special kind of feeling you have for another 
person. You can have a crush on any kind of person. You 
can have a crush on a friend or on someone you just met. 
You can even have a crush on someone you have never 
met.  
Not everyone has crushes. If you do, the first time can be 
surprising, and can feel a bit strange.  
 
Some people have a special kind of feeling for another 
person. To their friends, families and even to those they just 
met. Children tend to be sensitive to others especially to 
people they have just met or people they have just know. In 
this quotation below : 
You might think about them a lot. You might want to spend 
all your time with if you could. 
Just thinking about them can make you happy and nervous. 
When you are around them, you may feel excited, or 
awkward, or both. 
 
The feelings that children felt vary widely. They can be happy, 









The picture served a couple who feeling happy when they 
discussed each other. In other hand, that picture also serve two girls who 
talked each other, they talked about something. It means they have a crush 
with the person that they talking about. In the picture of two girls, there is 
symbol of love when they talked about that person so the researcher 
concluded that the word "crush" in this part means the feelings especially 
for children who interesting to others. When they meet or think to that 
person they may feel happy or excited.  
There's no right or wrong way to have a crush. For some 
people, having a crush means wanting to be physically 
close and touch, like holding hands or hugging.  
Other people like to be close but don't want to touch. 
Some crushes last a long time and some are very short.  
Sometimes one person has a crush but the other person 
doesn't. 
Other times both people feel the same way.   
The crush that means the relationship between two people 
in this explanation mean humans have sexual desire and 
libido which become the natural nature that humans have 






As we get older, some of us decided to start new relationships with 
people we have a crush on, feel love for, or have sexy feelings for. Crushes 
love and sexy feelings can happen between people for some many different 
reasons. There are lots of different names people use for someone they have a 
crush on, feel love for, or have sexy feelings for. Such us sweetie, boyfriend, 
girlfriend, husband, wife and much more. 
 
B. Discussion  
In Discussion, the researcher interpreted all the data to answer the research 
question and proved the truth of the hypotheses : 
As a sex educator for some years and also a writer, Cory Silvernberg 
certainly has his own representation on sexuality. This can be seen from the way 
he described and wrote the facts and how he represented sexuality in the 
children’s story book, “sex is a funny word”. Silvernberg's experiences in 
explored sex education world during doing his job as a sex educator has learned 
many lessons and has explored many things that are needed to provide sex 
education to children. This can be seen in his children story book, "sex is a funny 
word".  Sex is a funny word served Mimi, Omar, Zai and Cooper as a 
representation of children with various backgrounds, races and physical 
differences. This story book presents how they explore sexuality in their daily life 






Based on the findings, the Author that represented sexuality in the children 
story book, as follows : 
1. Helping children to feel comfortable with their bodies 
In the children story book, the author explained this book helped 
children to felt comfortable with their bodies. This can be seen from the 
author's representation that described the way children understand themselves 
both from the inside and the outside of themselves. It is also explained by 
educated children to know what their body needs. 
2. Giving touch and hugs to children 
It is included how someone touched one another. Based on the finding, 
this section describesd how children response to someone's touched and 
hugged. It is also included the way they touched and hugged other person.  
 
3. Helping children understand the differences in behavior that can and 
should not be done in public. 
       On finding it was found that there are many habits that parents can 
teach to children. Like knocking on doors when going to a public toilet. This 
teach children to be able to maintain the privacy of their bodies and the 
privacy of others. Then maintain the privacy of their body, by wear clothes 
that can cover the private parts of  their body. That private part is the middle 
part of our body. By maintaining the privacy of their bodies in front of the 





4. Teach children to find out the differences in the anatomy of the male 
and female bodies. 
On findings, boys and girls have different anatomy systems of the 
body. boys have a penis, testicles and scrotum as a vital tool and girls have a 
vagina, clitoris and vulva as a vital tool. But in this children's book, that being 
male is not only by having body parts such as penis or something like that and 
also she is called female not only because he has a vulva. But it based on what 
he or she likes and what he or she is more interested in. 
5. Provided an explanation of the processed of body development 
Sex is one way grown-ups make babies (also called reproduction). In   
biological sciences, sex is one important thing in reproduction. this is because 
reproduction described how the baby was born. 
6. Provides an understanding to avoid feelings of shame and guilt for the 
shape and function of the body itself.  
On the findings, The quotation written by the author is a message 
from the author for children to love themselves. This showed that loving 
themselves makes children to not feel insecure and children can accept 
everything that is in them without being ashamed when they see things that are 
different from what others have. 
7. Helped children understand personal concepts and taught them that 
sex talks are private. 
In this part, the author represented sexuality based when someone 





words are not good or bad. Words can be helpful and can be hurtful. A 
word is helpful depending on how we use it. It also matters how the word 
feels to the person we are talking with.  
8. Getting used to clothes that match the gender in everyday life 
On findings, Kids got to figured out who they are and what words fit 
best. Most boys grow up to be men, and most girls grow up to be women 
based on the stereotype in the society. But there are many ways to be a boy 
or a girl. And there are many ways to be a boy or a girl. And there are 
many ways to grow up and become an adult. For most of us, words like 
boy and girl, or man and women, feel okay, and they fit. For some of us, 
they do not. Maybe you are called a boy but you know you are girl. You 
know how girls are treated and what they do. That's how you want to be a 
treated and what you want to do. 
9. Talking about relationship each other 
The author represented that the special relationship of someone 
with another person is a kind of sexuality. In the findings, when Mimi met 
with her friends, Mimi looks very happy. In the other side It is called 
crush. As we get older, some of people decided to start new relationships 
with people. This because  people have a crush on, feel love for, or have 
sexy feelings for. Crushes love and sexy feelings can happened between 
people for some many different reasons.  
Generally, this children story book cointained sex education for children 





educator, Cory Silvernberg had many experiences about how to treated children 
when asked about sexuality or sex-related topics. He had been met with many 
children in the different background, races, behaviour and traditions. Based on the 
theory of sex education, there are nine points that included to showed the 
representation of sexuality especially in sex education.  
Six chapters in the children story book explained clearly about issues 
related to human sexuality in children. This book is very good to be used as a sex 
education for children, especially in western countries such as America where the 
author was born. However, if we looked at the existing culture in Indonesia, there 
are some parts that cannot be the basis for children to learn about sex education. 
In part boys, girl and all of us, the author represented sexuality by gender. The 
author explained that having body parts such as a penis for men and a vagina for 
women did not make us women and men. This can be seen from what the children 
like, interest and what they choose. Indonesia as the majority of Islam certainly 
opposes this because this will lead the children to not behave as they should. 
Lastly, compared to the previous of related literature mentioned in chapter 
two, the researcher used three the previous of related literature. The first is a thesis 
by Chintya McDaniel entitle, “Children’s literature as Prevention of Children 
Sexual Abuse” and the next is a journal by Tiffany Jones (2011) entitled “A 
sexuality education discourse framework : conservative, liberal, critical, and 
postmodern”. Both of this previous of related literature helped the researcher to 
found many forms of research on studies of sexuality. It showed when sexuality 





material object taken by the author, children's books which contain sex education. 
Then discourse framework of sexuality education, It provides a new framework to 
understanding the sexuality education by orientation education whether 
conservative and postmodern. 
Next, the research has a huge explanation such as the previous of related 
literature. The first related  literature entitled “Representasi Seksualitas Dalam 
Novel Saman Karya Ayu Utami” , a thesis by Rina Patriana Chairiyan. The 
research is a study that examines the representation of sexuality. It is same with 
this research. However, in the previous study, a novel as the object was used for 
an adult, whereas in this study, the object used was a children story book that was 















CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
This chapter presented conclusion and suggestion. After finding 
explained what is the author representation next, the writer proposes some 
conclusion and suggestion to the readers:  
A. Conclusion  
Based on the children's story book, the researcher concluded nine theory 
of sex education as the author's representation of sexuality. First is helped children 
to feel comfortable with their bodies. It included how the children know the 
outside and the inside of themselves. Second is touch and hugs to children that 
they feel genuine love from their parents. It included how they hug and touch 
other people or how they respond to the hug and touch. Third, differences in 
behavior that can and should not be done in public. This included habits that 
children should do and should not do when in public. Fourth, the differences in 
anatomy of the male and female. Fifth, an explanation of body development. It 
included some aspects such us the reproduction and children grew up to be 
teenagers. Sixth, avoid feelings of shame and guilt for the shape and function of 
the body to accepted their selves and not to be insecure with what the other have. 
Seventh, private talks about sex. It include thing related to sexuality that not be 
talked to the public. Eight, getting used to clothes that match the gender in 





The researcher  conluded by looked at the culture in Indonesia and six 
chapters in the children story book explained clearly about issues related to human 
sexuality in children.  There are some parts that cannot be the basis for children to 
learn about sex education. In part boys, girl and all of us, the author represented 
sexuality by gender. The author explained that having body parts such as a penis 
for men and a vagina for women did not make us women and men. This can be 
seen from what the children like, interest and what they choose. Indonesia as the 
majority of Islam certainly opposes this because this will lead the children to not 
behave as they should. 
 
B. Suggestion  
1. For next researcher, the writer suggests them to see sexuality 
from another aspect  
2. For the readers, "Sex is a funny word" is a children's story book 
as a sex education to the children age 8-12 years old. It means this 
children book is very useful to give a knowledge about sexuality to 
children 
3. The writer believes that the children's story book can be research 
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